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Greetings from your New President
Robert Wagley

A

s the new president, I want to assure you that there is a place for all
members in WSURA. For years, a few hardy souls have contributed
many, many hours to WSURA activities and programs (far more than
retired persons should spend on anything except travel and leisure). We
have many committees that need your assistance in order to provide essential services to both our organization and the university-at-large. WSURA's committees
are: Budget and Finance; Bylaws and Elections; Publications; Historical Preservation; Activities; Sunshine; and Service. In other words, please call our office or
any member of the Board of Directors to volunteer for any of the above committees.
Since its founding, WSURA has had a host of devoted and capable retirees
serving as officers, board members and committee chairs. I hope that we will be
able to carry on with that tradition of exemplary service to our members and to
Wright State. Specifically, I wish to thank the eff01ts of each of the board members
of the 2000-2001 academic year and especially Marlene Bireley, Past President,
and Leone Low, outgoing President, for all of their accomplishments. Indeed, we
have a wonderful bunch of individuals that make it fun to paiticipate in WSURA
activities.
The 2001-2002 academic year will see the inauguration of our brown bag
luncheon series that will feature some interesting speakers from the university,
allowing us to keep abreast of the latest developments on campus. In addition,
these lunches will allow us to give our feedback to the proper source. We have invited an exciting list of speakers so please watch The Extension and our web site
for updates and information.
WSURA is very concerned about the lack of uniformity in retirement benefits
such as between classified, nonclassified and faculty retirees (privileges such as
librai·y, pai·king, etc.). Dming the next year, we will be meeting with vaiious
groups and individuals to see if this can be rectified. In addition, WSURA is hoping to launch an affiliate organization open to present WSU employees who are at
least 50 years old or are within 5 yeai·s of planned retirement. This affiliate organization will allow us to interact with the present employees and to assist them in
making the transition from the active work force to retirement.
While many retirees are paiticipating in our activities, we would like to see
more members at our vaiious functions. We have a great time but, as they say, the
more the merrier. Seriously, WSURA now has a large enough membership to meet
the activity needs of most of its members. We need your input on what types of
activities should be planned. A new questionnaire has been placed on our website
in order to get feedback from you. Please respond to the questionnaire on our web
page. Our webpage can be seen at www.wright.edu/admin/retirees.

COMING EVENTS
•Sept. 25
Brown Bag Lunch
12- 1 WSURA office
• Oct. 10
Fall Dining Out
Welton's
Oct. 16
Brown Bag Lunch
12-1 WSURA office
Oct. 31
WSU Health & Benefits
Fair
Student Union
Nov.13
Brown Bag Lunch
12-1 WSURA office
Nov. 29
WSURA Open House
2-4 p.m., 068 Allyn Hall

The Extension
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for WSU retirees by the Wright State
University Retirees Association
(WSURA) .
Cut off dates for articles:
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Message - continued trom page 1

Our Institute of Learning in Retirement is very
successful, thanks to the efforts of Donna Richey,
Nick Davis, Alice Swinger, and Marlene Bireley.
We are saddened to announce that Donna Richey has
resigned due to her husband's transfer-we wish her
well and thank her for all of her efforts that left the
ILR in terrific shape for the new director, Pat Russell. If you don't sign up for the classes you will be
missing a wonderful experience. The instructors have
been getting fantastic reviews and the interaction between the students has been all that we could have
hoped for, and more!
With you help and participation, WSURA will
grow to be more effective in serving your retirement
needs. Join us in our activities-you will enjoy it and
we will too! !

Meet Your New Board Members
Robert Wagley (Management, ret. 1995) has served
as vice-president and became president on July 1. His
wife, Lorraine, has been an active participant in a
number of WSURA activities. They have three children and two grandchildren. They enjoy traveling and
have spent time abroad in home exchanges. They are
spending this August/September in an exchange with
an English family from Nottingham. In addition to
his involvement in WSURA activities, Bob sings in
his church choir and is a member of the Beavercreek
Historical Society's Landmark Preservation Committee. He enjoys doing projects around the house and
yard as well as helping his children with their home
projects.
Larry Smith (Electrical Engineering, ret. 1995) is a
newly elected Board member. He and his wife, Susan,
have children and grandchildren in Lancaster and London, OH, and Shedd, OR. Larry is an elected volunteer
Director of the Wright-Patt Credit Union and, in that
capacity, invites questions and suggestions from
WSURA members. He also continues to support Science Day activities that involve junior and senior high
school students in the practice of science. Larry spends
increasing amounts of time gardening at his Beavercreek home. Plant swapping is automatically a part of
that scene. Anyone want some ajuga?
Tom Listerman (Physics, ret. 2000) is a newly elected
Board member who has consented to become WSURA
Treasurer following the resignation of Brent Young.
WSU RA Office
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Tom is married to Helen Fagan Listerman, a former
English instructor at WSU. They have two daughters.
Tom lists his many interests as including finance and investments, genealogy, home maintenance and repair,
physics, mathematics, German, computers and the internet. He is becoming active in WSURA for the social
contacts and hopes to become involved in OCHER.
Ruth Schumacher (Counselor Education, ret. 2000) is
co-editor of The Extension. She and her husband, Ken,
have a son and daughter. Ruth is now working as Assistant Clinical Director at Talbert House in Cincinnati.
Her interests are cooking, church activities, and travel.
She has been studying Spanish at WSU this past year
and spent an exciting three weeks at an intensive language Institute in Granada, Spain this summer.
Our other new Board Member, Abe Bassett, was profiled in depth in a recent Extension as was continuing
member, Barbara Eakins-Reed. An additional Board
member will be added since Brent Young's job demands have led to his resignation as Treasurer and Tom
Listerman has moved to that position.

Retiree Activities

C

ongratulations to Joanne Risacher who com
pleted her Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration at Ohio University this past June. While work- ·
ing on her doctorate, Joanne taught higher education
courses at OU, but found time to be an active WSURA member. She served as Chair of the By-Laws revision process two years ago and this past year she
set up our Dining Out excursions, a task she will continue this year.

Institute for Learning in Retirement Fall Courses

W

atch for your brochure describing fall session
Institute for Learning in Retirement courses in
the next few weeks. If you do not receive a brochure
by mid-September, call Pat Russell at 775-1141 or
e-mail her at pat.russell@wright.edu. Courses will be
held in October, will vary in length from two to five
weeks, and will be held Monday-Thursday either at
the Kettering Center or on-site. Pat hopes that this
expanded format will fit the busy schedules of our
community's retirees.
New courses will include:
• A Tour of Histmical Neighborhoods of Dayton
(followed by lunch at a nearby restaurant)

Wright State University

Dayton, Ohio 45435
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WSURA Fall Calendar of Events
Date

Event

Place

Cost

Cut-off Date

Sept. 25

Brown Bag Lunch*

068 Allyn

None

None

Oct. 10

Fall Dining Out**

Welton's

Individual

October 6

Oct. 16

Brown Bag Lunch*

068 Allyn

None

None

Oct. 31

WSU Health and
Benefits Fair

Student Union

None

None

Nov. 13

Brown Bag Lunch*

068 Allyn

None

None

Nov. 29

WSURA Open House***

068 Allyn

None

None

Additional Details:
*Brown Bag Lunches:
Meet: 12-1 at WSURA office
Retirees, "near" retirees and guests are welcome.
Speakers are:
• Sept.- Provost Perry Moore
• Oct.- Marshall Kapp, Chair of Ge1iatric
Medicine and Gerontology
• Nov.-Susan Smith, WSU Alumni Office
Director

**Fall Dining Out:
Welton 's, 4614 Wilmington Pike, Ketteling
Classic Ametican cuisine-seafood, beef, pork
Dinners average $18; beverage and desserts
are extra.
***WSURA Open House:
Join us from 2-4 p.m. for our annual
holiday get-together
Call reservation to WSURA Office, 775-2777, or
e-mail Joanne Risacher Uoanne.risacher@wright.edu)
by Oct. 6.

Around Campus
• Writing or Recording Your Family History
• Backstage at the Theatre (the Victoria)
• Volunteer Oppo1tunities (a brown bag lunch
selies)
• Personal Photography
• Antique Appraisals
• Behind the Scenes at the Dorothy Lane Market
The popular Financial and Estate Planning for Seniors will be repeated.
Other options are not yet finalized.
In January, the WSU, UD, and Sinclair senior programs will jointly sponsor a six-week course taking
paiticipants behind the scenes at Think TV (Channel
16). This venture marks our first winter course and
our first collaboration with the other institutions.

Did you know that
-seven faculty and staff members were honored
last year for thirty-five years of service to WSU?
They are Jake Dorn, (History), Cynthia King
(Classics), Paul Serve' (Assistant Dean, College
of Science and Mathematics), Robert Adams
(Political Science), John Fortman, (Chemistry),
Noel Nussbaum (Physiology and Biophysics), and
Irene Romanowski (Library technical assistant).
-the School of Medicine ranked first in the nation
for the percentage of graduates entering family
medicine residencies? The American Academy of
Family Physicians honored the School for the
fourth consecutive year for this achievement.
see Campus on page 4
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Goodbye and Hello

Campus - continued from page 3

T

-Frank Dobson has returned to campus as Director
of the Bolinga Center?

he first Director of the Institute for Learning in
Retirement, Donna Richey, resigned her position in the spring to pursue a doctorate and to follow
her husband to a new base assignment (at a place yet
to be determined as of this writing). Under Donna's
excellent leadership the ILR has become a growing
and dynamic entity serving a wide range of Miami
Valley citizens. Before she left, Donna planned and
led our first Elderhostel in several years with the assistance of incoming Director, Pat Russell. The thirty-four participants came from across the country and
were enthusiastic about the topics of aviation and
innovation-Dayton style. A number of WSURA and/
or ILR members helped with the Elderhostel in planning, teaching, or transporting participants. Good
luck and farewell, Donna!
Our second Director, Pat Russell, is an able replacement who assisted with the Elderhostel as her
first task, even before she was officially on board. Pat
is a Dayton resident with degrees in Business Education and School Psychology from the University of
Dayton. She has
taught business
related courses in
local schools and,
during an eight
year stint in New
England, held
such positions as
Pat Russell (left) and Donna
part-time univerRichey (right).
sity instmctor,
Director of Education for a proprietary school, and
Director of Training and Development for a pharmaceutical company. In addition to the ILR, she is a
part-time instmctor at several local universities and
colleges, and holds seminars on business plan development for the small business owner.
Pat's avocations are reading, the outdoors, and
traveling. She describes her "children" as Molly, a
mixed breed with a personality to match her looks,
and Odie, a fawn, male pug with eyes to melt the
coldest heart and a stubborn streak unmatched by humankind.
Pat is looking forward to contributing to ILR and
Elderhostel and hopes to make the WSU program a
model for other universities.

WSURA Office

•

068 Allyn Hall

-Dawne Dewey, Head Archivist and a frequent contributor to WSURA events, was invited to share
the university's Wright Brothers Collection at the
June 2001 Paris Air Show?
-WSU students finished with honors in the Model
UN, the Ethics Bowl, and the International Mathematical Contest in Modeling?
-funded research at WSU has increased by 250% in
the last decade?
-T. Stevenson Hansell (CEHS, Chair of Teacher
Education) was named this year's recipient of the
Tmstees' Award for Faculty Excellence for his
work in Reading Recovery? Steve delivered the
June commencement address.

Retirees (since the last issue of
The Extension)
Wayne Griffin
848 Wake Forest Road
Dayton, OH 45431

Physical Plant

John Fortman
215 S. Helenwood Dr.
Dayton, OH 45431

Chemistry

Registrar's Office

Shelly Smith
1290 Colorado Dr.
Xenia, OH 45385
Patti Briner
529 Lower Miamisburg Road
Miamisburg, OH 45342

University Libraries

Sandy Carlson
7005 Lausanne Dr.
Centerville, OH 45458
Donna Cover
155 Cheeskogili Way
Loudon, TN 37774

Wright State University
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Deaths
Frank Jankowski
(WSU-1969-1984).

Engineering,

Bessie White
(WSU-1970-1983)

Registrar 's Office

Lionel Proulx
(WSU-1969-1978)

Human Resources

A Real Visit to India
after Forty Years
Part II: My Personal Journey
Tapas Mazumdar
(In the last issue, Tapas described the general
cultural differences that he found when he returned to
India. He now describes his visitations with his family. He would like the reader to note that the letter "j"
in Indian words is pronounced as in English, not the
Spanish way.)
mmediately upon returning to India, I began enjoying myself. Although my wife's job kept her
from accompanying me, I was busy socializing
with members of both her and my immediate and extended families. They were busy making my life
comfortable. I will cherish, for the rest of my life, the
love and care that they bestowed on me throughout
my journey. Perhaps they realized that this possibly
would be my last real visit to India. They took turns
taking me on extensive and unforgettable tours of different places.
My youngest brother and his wife took me to visit
the mythological and histmical city of Ga ya in the
state of Bihar in Northern India. The real purpose of
the trip was religious: to offer our ultimate last
prayers so that the souls of our deceased parents and
other ancestors may eternally rest in peace in Heaven.
The rites were performed on the banks of the river,
Phulgoo ("u" as in fun), rich in mythological and other traditions .
On the next day, we took a tour of the neighboring historical places including Rajgir, dating back to
600 B.C. Rajgir is the capital of the kingdom that
flourished during the time of Buddha and Mahavir,
contemporaries in the sixth century B.C. (Mahavir

I

WSURA Office
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was the 24th and last preceptor of the Jain religion.)
Another site visited included the archeological excavations of part of Nahlundah whose original temples
also date back to 600 B.C. and which later became a
world famous university, like the one in Alexandria,
Egypt. It was finally destroyed by anti-Buddhist religious fanatics in the first quarter of the thirteenth
century, A.D. The last site visited before returning to
Calcutta was Bodhgaya, the city of several modern
international Buddhist temples and shrines, built
around the famous location of the original Bodhi tree
under which Buddha had attained his eternal enlightenment.
After returning to Calcutta, my other brother and
his wife took me for a five-day visit to Darjeeling and
its surroundings, fulfilling one of my childhood
dreams. When we returned once again to Calcutta, we
enjoyed the weeklong famous Durga Puja (Navarati
and Dussehrah) festival, celebrating the Mother Goddess Durga. After the festivities ended, we boarded
one of the best class of trains in India, called
Rahjdhahnee, for an overnight journey to New Delhi
where we stayed for three or four days. (India has the
largest passenger train system in the world with ten
million or more riders every moment of the day or
night,)
In New Delhi, we rented a chauffeur-driven car
for a ten-day trip into the neighboring western state
of Rajasthan (mostly desert) where the air is pollution-free, and the view of the distant horizon is
unimpeded in spite of the mountains. We had overnight stops in the cities of Jaipur, Jodhpur, Jaisalmeer,
Mt. Abu and Udaipur. These were all capitals of erstwhile independent kingdoms whose inhabitants were
known for their valor and bravery. The kings and
chiefs had superb palaces, temples, pleasure gardens,
cenotaphs, entertainment centers and museums built
for themselves and posterity. Some are still well
maintained; others are not.
The Jantar-Mantar of the 18th century in Jaipur
was an astronomical observatory known for the most
accurate readings then available to the world . From
Jaisalmeer, we took a side trip to the village of Khuhrah where we took camel rides to the sand dunes,
The sand changed colors with the setting sun and ultimately seemed to vanish in total darkness under
starry skies displaying the Milky Way in its brightest
splendor. At Khuhrah, the welcome accorded to tourists in model thatch-roofed huts (actually motels) was
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quite special. A free glass of coke or mango juice after a hot ride is always appreciated.
Our visit to Mt. Abu, on the Aravalli range of
mountains in the southern part of Rajasthan, also was
unforgettable. We went there especially to visit the
Dilwara Temple of the Jains. Its construction was
started during the reign of King Bhim Dev of Gujrat
in 1031 A.D. Many of the original stone carvings still
exist even after a destructive invasion of the fourteenth century by King Alauddin Khilji of Delhi .
Later renovations cannot match these original carvings in beauty, elegance and exquisite workmanship .
Indeed, in my (and others') opinions, the Taj Mahal is
no better and probably not as good in those qualities.
World tourists have not yet found this site, but it is
visited by Indians. In this pollution free setting, this
ancient wonder is expected to last for a long time to
come (unless a devastating earthquake should occur),
whereas the 360 year old Taj Mahal is already decaying due to sulphur emanating from nearby industry.
Everywhere in Rajasthan, we stayed in hotels and
resorts housed in actual palaces or palace-like buildings . We lived in unaccustomed luxury for a few
days. The colonnaded multilevel architecture and
sweeping, undulating landscaping were very imaginative. The showers were among the finest I have even
seen. In these hotels, both European and Indian style
food were superb and reasonably priced. To my delight, the cleanliness of their restaurants rivaled
American standards. Outside of the hotels, the standards were different, but we were able to find
reasonable places to eat, some really good. We tried
local delicacies whenever we could, whether we liked
the taste or not. We were amused by the name of one
J aisalmeer restaurant, the Slow Food Restaurant, in a
city full of fast food options. Of course, we went
there for lunch that day and did not find the service
slow. The ethnic food was satisfactory and the decor
was marvelous with open ambience. Dining tables
(with flower aITangements) and chairs of simple design were aITanged outdoors under a large canopy
(with red chintz patterns) sloping down on both sides
from a high horizontal sturdy rod. The vertical supports were bamboo poles. A warm breeze nuzzled us
through the open sides . The monotony of openness
was broken by several thin, filigreed, naITow bamboo
walls, strategically placed to throw enticing, spangled
shadows as if to lure romantically inclined couples to
WS URA Office
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pay a visit.
From Udaipur, in the southern part of Rajasthan,
I flew back to Bombay alone and was taken around
that city by my wife's sister in my brother's chauffeured car. She then accompanied me to Mysore
where we enjoyed the hospitality of my wife's niece
and her family. While there, I was fortunate to see the
(former) Maharaja's palace, resplendent with lights
celebrating Diwali, the festival of lights in India, with
religious overtones.
The city of Mysore is the capital of the former
kingdom of Mysore. The rulers of Mysore and the
American revolutionaries were fighting the British at
the same time. An historical footnote (whose veracity
I cannot verify) seems to be that the rulers of Mysore
were among those who had given some financial aid
to American revolutionaries.
For the sake of completeness, I should also note
that I took time to visit my in-laws at Varanasi (formerly, Benares) for four days. The heat was extreme
when I was there and I spent most of my time indoors visiting with the family. Archeologists and
historians have not been able to determine the antiquity of this city. Contrary to western thought, some
believe it to be the most ancient city in the world .
I feel blessed by the extent of love and care I was
afforded by my relatives half a world away. The trip
was a very memorable experience, but it was nice to
return to peaceful Dayton after all of this excitement.
(The author wishes to thank Jerry and Sally
Meike and The Extension editors for their assistance
in preparing this article.)

It's Called the "Butfirst... " Syndrome
It's like when I decide to do the laundry. I start
down the hall and notice the newspaper on the
table. Okay, I'm going to do the laundry. Butfirst .. . I'm going to read the newspaper.
After that, I notice the mail on the table. Okay, I'll
just put the newspaper in the recycle stack. Butfirst ... I'll look through that pile of mail and see if
there are any bills to be paid. Now where's the
checkbook?
Oops! There's the empty glass from yesterday
on the coffee table. I'm going to look for that
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checkbook. Butfirst ... I need to put the glass in
the sink. I head for the kitchen, look out the window, and notice my poor flowers need a drink of
water. I put the glass in the sink, and darn it,
there's the remote for the TV on the kitchen
counter. What's it doing there? I'll just put it
away. Butfirst... I need to water those plants.
I head for the door and ack! I stepped on the cat.
The cat needs to be fed. Okay, I'll put that remote away and water the plants. Butfirst... I
need to feed the cat.
At the end of the day, the laundry is not done,
newspapers are still on the floor, glass is still in
the sink, bills are unpaid, the checkbook is still
missing, and the cat ate the remote control.
AND, when I try to figure out how come nothing
got done all day, I'm baffled, because I KNOW I
was BUSY ALL DAY! I realize this condition is
serious and I should get help. Butfirst... I think
I'll read my email.

Ti dB its

Lost on a rainy night, a nun stumbles across a
monastery and requests shelter there. Fortunately, she's just in time for dinner and was
treated to the best fish and chips she's ever had.
After dinner, she goes into the kitchen to thank
the chefs. She is met by two brothers. "Hello, I'm
Brother Michael, and this is Brother Charles."
"I'm very pleased to meet you. I just wanted to
thank you for a wonderful dinner. The fish and
chips were the best I've ever tasted. Out of curiosity, "Who cooked what'
Brother Charles replied, "Well, I'm the fish friar."
She turns to the other brother and says, "Then
you must be ... "
"Yes, I'm the chip monk."

ON PRISONS: Did you know that it costs
$40,000 a year to house each prisoner? Jeez,
for $40,000 a piece I'll take a few prisoners into
my house. I live in Los Angeles. I already have
bars on the windows. I don't think we should

068 Allyn Hall

ON FABR IC SOFTENER: My wife uses fabric
softener. I never knew what that stuff was for.
Then I noticed women coming up to me ...
(sniff) .. .'Married' ... (walk off). That's how they
mark their territory. You can take off the ring, but
it's hard 'to get that April fresh scent out of your
clothes.

I don't approve of political jokes ...
I've seen too many of them get elected.
The most precious thing we have is life.
Yet it has absolutely no trade-in value.
Travel is very educational. I can now say
"Kaopectate" in seven different languages.
After all is said and done,
usually more is said then done.
Every day I beat my own previous record
for number of consecutive days I've stayed alive.
No one ever says, "It's only a game,"
when their team is winning.
Middle age is when you choose your cereal
for the fiber, not the toy.
I earn a seven-figure salary. Unfortunately,
there's a decimal point involved.

~[NJ[Q))f !m@@[NJ ~ )f @!J1la aa
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ON ADS IN BILLS: Have you ever noticed that
they put advertisements in with your bills now?
Like bills aren't distasteful enough, they have to
stuff junk mail in there with them. I get back at
them. I put garbage in with my check when I
mail it In. Coffee grinds, banana peels ... ! write,
"Could you throw this away for me? Thank You."

Regular naps prevent old age ...
especially if you take them while driving.

• ••

"Lost On a Rainy Night.. .. "

WSURA Office

give free room and board to criminals. I think
they should have to run 12 hours a day on a
treadmill and generate electricity. And if they
don't want to run they can rest in the chair that's
hooked up to the generator.

•

Snowmen fall from Heaven unassembled.
"Support Bacteria. They're the only culture some
people have."
My mind works like lightning. One brilliant flash
and it is gone.
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WSURA Membershi p Form
D New
Name:

D Renewal
..... .. .. ....... ..... .. ....... ........... ... .. ........ .. .... .. .. ... .. ..... .... ... ......................... .. .. ............... Date of Birth: ....................... ...... ......... ..

Spouse's Name: ....... ..... ..... .... .. .. ........ ....... ........ .. .. ........ .. ... .... ... ..... ............... .............. ... ..................... Date of Birth: ............................. .......... .
Primary Address: ........ .... ........ ............ .................... .. .. .. ..................... .... .... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ....... .... .... .. ... .. Phone: ........ .......... ... ..... ...... .. .... .... ..... .... ... .
City: ..... .. .. .................... .. .... ..... ..... ................. .. ... ... .. .......... .... ....... .. .. .. ... ... .. . State: ... ....... .. .. ........... ... .. ... ZIP: .. ... .... .......... ... .... .. ... ..... .... .. ..... .. ......... ..
Wright State Departm ent at Retirement: .......... ... ............. .. .. .. .. .. ...... ..... .. .... .. ..... ........ .. ................. ......... Year of Reti remen t: ............ ....................... .
Spouse's Department at Retirement: ............................... ... ......... ........ .... .... .. .... .. .. ... ........ ..... ........ ...... .. Year of Reti rement: ..... .. .. .. ...... ..... .. ........ ... .
E Mail Address : ... .. ...................... ................ .. .. .... .... ........ ...... .. .... ....... ......... .... ........ .. .................................. ..... .. .... .. ....... ...................... .. ...... .... .......... .

LIFE MEMBERSHIP:

D $125.00 (ages 69 and below)
D $75.00 (70 and ABOVE)
ANNUAL DU ES:
D $10.00
D Contribution to WSURA

NOTE: If you and your spous e are retirees from WSU use the age of
th e young er spouse for determining th e Lifetime fee. If you have
paid th e current annual fee and wo uld like to becom e a Life Member,
subtract the annual fee and remit the difference .

Please fill in the information requested above and send it with your dues (p lease do not send cash) to :
WSURA, Attn: Treasurer, 067 Allyn Hall , Wright State University, Dayton , OH 45435

~ Please clip and mail with your check.
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